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ABSTRACT 

This KIDS COUNT data book examines trends in the well-being 
of Minnesota's children. The statistical portrait is based on 11 indicators 
of child well-being: (1) children living in poverty; (2) children in families 

receiving food stamps; (3) children receiving free or reduced-price school 
lunch; (4) children born to teenage mothers; (5) children born at low 
birthweight; (6) children transferring schools; (7) children not graduating 
on time; (8) children arrested for serious crime; (9) children abused and 
neglected; (10) children in out-of-home placements; and (11) children dying 
from homicide, suicide and injuries. Following an introduction, the data book 
provides regional and statewide statistical summaries for each indicator, 
discusses the importance of the indicator, describes potential improvement 
strategies, and notes Minnesota trends. The data are then compared for 1992, 
1996, and 2001. Among the positive trends noted are a decline in percentage 
of children in poverty, a decline in the number of children born to 
adolescent mothers, and a decrease in the number of arrests of children for 
violent crime. (HTH) 
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From Minnesota K(DS COUNT 

These publications are free of charge and are available online at 
http://www. cdf-mn.org/kidscount.html. 
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starting Out 

Giving children the right start is very important for many reasons, one of which is making sure they enter school ready to 
learn. This includes being healthy, having good social and emotional development, proper language development, and other 
learning skills. Child Trends recently issued a research brief on school readiness and identified a number of important factors 
that determine a child's readiness for school. These include: 
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Challenges to Success 

Most of the indicators in this section measure how children and youth have failed or how their families and society' s 
intervention systems have failed them. What works to prevent the kind of negative experiences of neglect, abuse, violence, 
poor educational achievement, injury and even death that are reflected in these statistics? 

Child Trends recently did a comprehensive analysis of how to promote well-being among adolescents. Their review of 
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